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Is the author’s claim consistent with what you want to say? 





If this is the argument you want to espouse, consider possible objections to it. If you have your own argument to espouse, but you like this one, this argument will constitute independent reason to accept your claim. That’s good! Cite it! (Also, see Survey Flowchart on strength of claims.)








Is the author’s argument for this claim a good one?





You and the author disagree. Does the author object to opposing views first before establishing his own view, or does he establish his own view independently, using plausible, intuitive premises, and object to opposing views afterwards, (if at all)? 





You might want to point out why it isn’t good, so that people will accept your argument instead. Or you might want to try and revise the author’s argument so that it works. (Also, see Survey Flowchart on strength of claims.)





The author (or at least your reading of him) takes his view to be independently motivated.  Therefore, he is entitled to object to (or explain away) your view from his own position. If you take your position to be independently motivated as well, then you too are entitled to assume your position to object to (or explain away) his view. But only objections internal to his view, and objections internal to your view, will have any force in deciding between your view and your opponent’s view. You must at least show that if you start with your view, your opponent’s objections have no force. You might also want to show that your opponent’s views are internally problematic. Or you might try to show that there is no independent motivation for your opponent’s view. All along the way, make sure you are as charitable to your opponent as possible, to avoid refuting a strawman. 








Do you think the author’s own view is motivated only insofar as his objections succeed?





All you need to do is respond to his objections. And you are entitled to assume your own view in order to respond to his objections. You do not need to refute his view outright. Also, since his own view is motivated only insofar as his objections succeed, then he is not entitled to assume his own view in making his objections. If he does this, he has begged the question.
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