

Write down author’s central thesis, and or central premises that he uses to argue for his thesis as you answer “Yes” in the flowchart.
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Does the author’s central thesis answer the central question that you are asking in your thesis?





Is it consistent with your central thesis, or the premise you need for your central thesis?





Is one of the premises that the author uses in arguing for his central claim going to be an answer to the central question in your thesis?





Is it equivalent to your thesis or premise, stronger, weaker, or independent of your thesis?





This is a competing view. A competing view will either need to be refuted, or proved to be unmotivated. See other flowchart.


 





Is the author’s central claim relevant to a premise that you will rely on to argue for your own central thesis?





If this is stronger than your view, you might want to show that it is not motivated, or too strong. A claim is unmotivated if you can get all that you want from a weaker claim, and there is no independent reason to want the stronger one. A claim is too strong if it entails bad results. If the view is neither, perhaps you might want to adopt this view.





So this person is in agreement with you. Now you must assess his arguments, see if you like them or not. See supporting flowchart. 





Is there a reason why this person is taking a position that is weaker than yours? Is your view too strong or unmotivated? If you don’t think so, how do you motivate your stronger position?








Does the author assume or argue for a premise that will be relevant to a premise or assumption that you will need to argue for your central thesis?





This is probably an exploratory article, or an article only tangentially related to your thesis. Maybe it gives you a bigger picture in which to situate your own view. If you are tight on time, you should probably focus on more relevant articles.
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