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DAVI D  T AVç REZ 
 
 Anthropology Department  tavarez@vassar.edu   
 Vassar College       114 Montgomery Street 
 Box 430, 124 Raymond Avenue     Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
 Poughkeepsie, NY 12604  Office: (845) 473 5508 Home: (845) 876 7869  
 
   
EM PL OYM ENT  VASSAR COLLEGE, 2003 Ð present. 
   Assistant Professor of Anthropology. Steering Committee, Latin American and Latino/a 

Studies, International Studies. 
 
   BARD COLLEGE, 2000 Ð 2003. 
   Visiting/Assistant Professor of Latin American & Iberian Studies. Director, LAIS, 2001-03. 
 
RESEARCH    Visiting Scholar, CIESAS-Tlalpan and Colegio de México, Mexico City, 1997 – 2000. 
POSI T I ON S   

Visiting Exchange Scholar, Centre de Recherches sur les Mondes Américains (CERMA), 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 1998. 
 

EDUCAT I ON  UNI VERSI TY OF CH I CAGO,  1994 Ð 2000. Joint Ph.D. conferred by the Anthropology 
and History Departments in December 2000 under the supervision of Paul Friedrich, Friedrich 
Katz, Susan Schroeder & Thomas Cummins, and cited as distinguished. M.A. in Anthropology; 
M.A. coursework and High Pass in qualifying exams in Linguistics, 1996. 
 
H ARVARD COLLEGE, 1989 Ð 1992.  B.A. cum laude in Anthropology and Visual Studies 
conferred in June 1992. Transferred from Grinnell College after attendance in 1987 - 1989. 

  
GRANT S AN D  Vassar College Research Grants (2), 2006, 2007. 
FEL L OW SH I PS 
   National Endowment for the H umanities Collaborative Grant (RZ-50391). 2005 – 2007. 
 
   National Endowment for the H umanities Fellowship, John Carter Brown Library, 2004. 
 
   Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies Grants (2), 2003 and 1997. 
 
   Bard Research Fund Grant, Bard College, 2002 – 2003 (declined). 
    
   Mellon Dissertation Writing Fellowship, University of Chicago, 1999 – 2000. 
 
   Mellon Fellowship in Demographic Studies, University of Chicago, 1998 – 1999. 
 
   National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Grant (9709179),  1997. 
 
   Research Institute for the Study of Man Dissertation Grant, 1997 – 1998. 
 
   H ewlett Grant in Demographic Studies, University of Chicago, 1997 – 1998. 
 
   ƒ cole des H autes ƒ tudes en Sciences Sociales Ð Chicago Exchange Fellowship, 1998. 
 
   Watts Memorial Fellowship, The John Carter Brown Library, 1996 and 1997. 
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BOOKS   2009 (with Anne Cruz, Cristián Roa, and Susan Schroeder). ChimalpahinÕs Conquest: An  
Indigenous HistorianÕs Reading of L—pez de G—maraÕs Conquest of Mexico. Oklahoma: 

 University of Oklahoma Press (Under contract). 
   

ART I CLES  2008 “Escritura y disención: Resistencia y cosmologías alternas en el México colonial.” 
  Revista de Indias (Accepted). 
 
 2008 “Archivos, narrativas y silencios historiográficos sobre la extirpación de idolatrías en 

 Nueva España.” Jahrbuch fŸr Geschichte Lateinamerikas (Under review). 
 
 2008 (with co-author John Justeson). “Eclipse Records in a Corpus of Colonial Zapotec  

  260-day Calendars.” Ancient Mesoamerica 19: 1 (2008): 67-81.   
 

2006 “The Passion According to the Wooden Drum: The Christian Appropriation of a   
   Zapotec Ritual Genre in New Spain.” The Americas 62 (3): 413 – 444. 
 

2002 “Idolatry as an ontological question: Native consciousness and juridical proof  
   in colonial Mexico.” Journal of Early Modern History 6 (2): 114 – 139. 

 
2000 "Naming the Trinity: From ideologies of translation to dialectics of reception in  

colonial Nahua texts, 1547 – 1771." Colonial Latin American Review, 9 (1): 21 – 47. 
    
   2000 "De cantares zapotecas a 'libros del demonio': La extirpación de discursos doctrinales 
    híbridos en Villa Alta." Acervos: Bolet’n de los Archivos y Bibliotecas de Oaxaca, 17: 19 – 27. 
 

1999 "La idolatría letrada: Un análisis comparativo de textos clandestinos rituales y  
devocionales en comunidades nahuas y zapotecas, 1613-1654". Historia Mexicana 194,  
49 (2): 197-252. 

 
1999 "Una fuente vaticana inédita sobre la rebelión tzeltal de 1712: La Sucinta relaci—n 

de fray Gabriel de Artiga al Prior General dominico (1713)". Anuario del Instituto de  
Estudios Ind’genas, Universidad Autónoma de Chiapas. 

 
PEER-REVI EW ED  2009 “Translating Christianity in New Spain: Experiments and debates in colonial Nahua   
BOOK CH APT ERS  and Zapotec doctrinal discourses.” In Religion and Empire in the Early Modern Atlantic.  
    Susan Juster and Linda Gregerson, eds. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press 
    (Under review). 
 
   2009 “Sacred Time and Colonial Authority: Representations of Spanish Rule in the Zapotec 
    Calendars of Villa Alta.” In The Conquest All Over Again: Nahuas and Zapotecs Thinking,  
    Writing, and Painting Spanish Colonialism. Susan Schroeder, ed. Sussex: Sussex Academic 
    Press (Under review). 
 
   2009 “Reclaiming the Conquest: An Assessment of Chimalpahin’s Modifications to López 
    de Gómara’s Conquista de MŽxico.” In ChimalpahinÕs Conquest: An Indigenous HistorianÕs  
    Reading of L—pez de G—maraÕs Conquest of Mexico. Cristián Roa, David Tavárez, Anne 
    Cruz, and Susan Schroeder, eds. and trans. Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press 
    (Under contract). 
 
   2008 “Legally Indian: Inquisitorial Readings of Indigenous Identities in New Spain.” In 
    Imperial Subjects: Race and Identity in Colonial Latin America. Andrew B. Fisher & Matthew 

O’Hara, eds. Durham: Duke University Press (In press). 
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       2008 “En mano de Dios Padre: Autonomía local, resistencia colectiva, y las causas civiles 
y eclesiásticas contra idolatrías en Oaxaca.” In Los tribunales eclesi‡sticos en MŽxico y  
Perœ. Jorge Traslosheros, ed. Mexico: Editorial Porrúa-UNAM (In press). 

 
2007 (with co-author John Justeson). “The correlation of the colonial Northern Zapotec 

calendar with European chronology.” In Skywatching in the Ancient World. New Perspectives 
in Cultural Astronomy, 17-81. Clive Ruggles and Gary Urton, eds. Niwot: University of 
Colorado Press. 

 
2007 "Communal defiance, divided allegiances: Zapotec responses to idolatry extirpation  

campaigns, 1679 – 1704." In Religion in New Spain, 46-62. Susan Schroeder and Stafford 
Poole, eds. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 

 
2006 “Autonomy, Honor, and the Ancestors: Confrontations over Local Devotions in 

Colonial Oaxaca.” In Local Religion in Colonial Mexico, 119 – 144. Martin Nesvig, ed. 
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 

 
2005 “Ciclos punitivos, economías del castigo, y estrategias indígenas ante la extirpación de  

idolatrías en Oaxaca y México.” In Nuevas perspectivas sobre el castigo de la heterodoxia en la 
Nueva Espa–a, 37 – 56. Ana de Zaballa, ed. Bilbao: Universidad del País Vasco. 
 

2004 “Colonial evangelization and native resistance: The interplay of native political 
autonomy and ritual practices in Villa Alta, 1700–1704.” In Interpreting Colonialism, 209 – 
230. Byron Wells & Philip Stewart, eds. Oxford: The Voltaire Foundation. 

 
2002 “Letras clandestinas, textos tolerados: los intelectuales locales nahuas y zapotecos en el 

siglo XVII.” In ƒ lites intelectuales y modelos colectivos en el mundo ibŽrico, siglos XV I Ð XIX, 59 
– 82. Jesús Bustamante and Mónica Quijada, eds. Madrid: C.S.I.C. 

 
T EXT BOOK  2008  “Conversion and the Spiritual Conquest.” In Religion and Society in Latin America.  
CH APT ERS   Lee Penyak and Walter J. Petry, eds. New York: Orbis Books (Under contract). 
 
CON FEREN CE 2008 “Una aproximación a la cosmología colonial zapoteca a través de los cantares de Villa 
PROCEED I NGS  Alta.” In Memorias del Coloquio Francisco Belmar: Las lenguas otomangues y oaxaque–as ante el  

siglo XXI, 19-40. Sebastian Van Doesburg and Michael Swanton, eds. Oaxaca: IIEPO-
UABJO-INALI-Fundación Harp Helú. (In press). 
 

 1998 "Boundaries of Evangelization: From Ideologies of Translation to Dialectics of  
Reception in Early and Mid-Colonial Nahua Doctrinal Genres." Working Paper 98-11, 
International Seminar on the History of the Atlantic World. Cambridge: Harvard University. 

 
BOOK REVI EW S 2009 Ethnohistory 56. Nahuatl Theater, Vol. III. Barry Sell, Louise Burkhart, and Elizabeth  

 Wright. University of Oklahoma Press, 2008 (Forthcoming). 
   2008 HAHR. Visions of Paradise: Primordial Titles & Mesoamerican History in Cuernavaca. 
    Robert Haskett, University of Oklahoma Press, 2005 (Forthcoming). 
   2008 American Anthropologist. Cycles of Time and Meaning in the Mexican Books of Fate.  

Elizabeth H. Boone, University of Texas Press, 2007 (Forthcoming). 
2007 Ethnohistory 55 (2): 349-351. Nahuatl Theater, Vol. II. Barry Sell and Louise Burkhart,  
 University of Oklahoma Press, 2004. 

    2006 Itinerario 30 (2): 178-180. The Möbius Strip. A Spatial History of Colonial Society in  
Guerrero, Mexico. Jonathan Amith, Stanford University Press, 2005. 

2006 Ethnohistory 53 (4): 786-787. Nahuatl Theater, Vol. I. Barry Sell and Louise Burkhart,  
University of Oklahoma Press, 2004. 
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    2006 American Anthropologist  108(3): 629-630. Cultural Politics in Colonial Tehuantepec:  
    Judith Zeitlin, Stanford University Press, 2005. 

2006 The Americas 62 (3): 502-504. El cristianismo en el espejo indígena. Gerardo Lara  
Cisneros, CIESAS, Mexico, 2002. 

2005 Itinerario 29 (3): 182-184. The Origins of Mexican Catholicism. Osvaldo Pardo, 
University of Minnesota Press, 2004. 

2005 H-LatAm (www.h-net.org, 08/05). Transcending Conquest. Stephanie Wood, 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. 

2005 Mesoamerica 47: 187-89. Women Who Live Evil Lives. M. Few, U. of Texas Press, 2002. 
2005 Itinerario 28 (3). Writing Indians. Hilary Wyss, University of Massachusetts Press, 2003. 
2005 Ethnohistory 52 (1): 233-235. Time, History & Belief in Aztec & Colonial Mexico. 

Ross Hassig, University of Texas Press, 2001. 
2003 Colonial Latin American Review, 12 (2): 260-262. The Mixtecs of Colonial Oaxaca.  

    Kevin Terraciano, Stanford University Press, 2001. 
   1999 HAHR, 79 (4): 753-754. The Story of Guadalupe: Luis Lasso de la Vega's Huei 

 Tlamahui•oltica of 1649. J. Lockhart, S. Poole, & L. Sousa, Stanford Univ. Press, 1998. 
   1999 HAHR, 79 (1): 119-120.  El Fuego de la inobediencia. Autonomía y rebelión india en el  
    obispado de Oaxaca. Héctor Díaz-Polanco, editor, CIESAS, Mexico, 1996. 
 
GUEST    Etnohistoria. Desacatos, no. 7, 2002. Guest editor and translator for refereed journal  
EDI T ORSH I P  published by Centro de Investigación y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social, Mexico. 
 
PUBL I C  2005 Three articles for Facts on File: “República de Indios,” “Education in Ancient 
I NT EREST    Mesoamerica,” and “Art of Ancient Mesoamerica.”   
PUBLI CAT I ONS 2005 “Nicachi Songs: Zapotec Ritual Texts and Postclassic Ritual Knowledge in Colonial  
    Oaxaca,” & “The Social Reproduction of Late Postclassic Ritual Practices in Early  
    Colonial Central Mexico.” FAMSI research reports archived online at www.famsi.org. 

2004 Description of the Tovar Manuscript commissioned by the John Carter Brown Library  
    for The Aztec Empire exhibition catalogue. New York: The S. Guggenheim Museum. 
 
PROFESSI ONAL  Reviewer, book manuscripts:   Duke University Press   (2006 - ) 
SERVI CE        University of Colorado Press  (2006 - ) 
 
   Proposal reviewer, Social Science Research Council, IDRF Program, (2005) 
 
   Peer reviewer:  The Americas    (2008 - ) 
      Identitities: Global Studies in Culture &  Power (2006 -  ) 
      Hispanic American Historical Review   (2004 -  )  
      Journal of Latin American Anthropology  (2004 -  ) 
      American Ethnologist    (2003 -  ) 
      American Anthropologist    (2001 -  ) 
      Colonial Hispanic American Historical Review  (2000 -  ) 
      Anales de Antropolog’a    (2000 -  ) 
 
   H eizer Prize committee member, American Society for Ethnohistory, 2005 
 
CON FEREN CE Assistant Coordinator, Inquisition and Empire: Recent Advances in the Study of the 
SERVI CE  Inquisition and Ecclesiastical Justice. Missouri State University, 02/8-10/08. 
 
   Discussant, I nternational Seminar on the H istory of the Atlantic World, 08/07/06. 
 
   Panel chair, American Society for Ethnohistory (Québec, Canada). 10/15/02. 
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PUBL I C   Universidad Aut—noma Metropolitana (Azcapotzalco), M.A. Program in H istoriography  
LECT U RES  (Mexico City). “Cosmología, escritura y disención: Propuestas metodológicas para el estudio 

de las prácticas religiosas nahuas y zapotecas en el período colonial.” 01/18/07. 
 
NE H  Ð John Carter Broen Library Fellow Lecture (Providence, RI). “Translated 

 Christianities: Neologisms in Colonial Nahua and Zapotec Devotional Texts.” 04/21/04. 
 

Third Annual JosŽ Mart’ Lecture on Freedom and Struggle in the Americas,  
College of the H oly Cross (Worcester, MA). “Invisible Wars: Native Resistance to Idolatry  
Extirpation in Colonial Mexico.” 02/21/02. 
 
Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, State University of New York (Albany, NY). "Nicachi  
Songs: Idolatry Extirpation and the Social Reproduction of a Zapotec Ritual Genre." 02/09/01. 
 
1999, Invited Lecturer Series, Santo Domingo Cultural Center (Oaxaca, Mexico). "La 
cárcel de idólatras y las 'guerras invisibles' en Oaxaca, 1689 – 1736." 06/09/99. 

 
I N VI T ED   2008, I nquisition and Empire (Springfield, MO). “The Eradication of Indigenous Devotions 
PRESENT AT I ON S in Central Mexico: A Comparative Analysis.” 02/09/08.  
  
   2006, The Francisco Belmar Conference on Otomanguean Languages (Oaxaca City,   
   Mexico). “La cosmología colonial zapoteca a través de los cantares de Villa Alta.” 04/21/06. 

Columbia University, (New York, NY). Andean Art Seminar, Professor Esther Pasztory. 
   “From Chimalpahin to Gamio: A “Mexican” approach to Americanist research.” 04/23/05. 
 

2003, Primer Taller de Interculturalidad, 51st International Congress of Americanists  
   (Santiago, Chile). “Las guerras invisibles: Proyectos anti-idolátricos y estrategias indígenas en  

Oaxaca (Nueva España) en el siglo XVII.” 07/15/03. 
 

Intellectual Elites and Collective Models in the Iberian World, 16th Ð 19th centuries,  
(Madrid, Spain). “Letras clandestinas, textos tolerados: las élites intelectuales locales nahuas y 
zapotecas en el siglo XVII.” 01/21/02. 
 
Scholes Conference on Colonial Latin American H istory, Tulane University  
(New Orleans, LA). "En manos de Dios Padre : Idolatry Extirpation Campaigns and Native  
Resistance in Villa Alta, Oaxaca, 1679 – 1704." 03/30/01. 

 
International Seminar on the Eighteenth Century (Los Angeles, CA). “The interplay of 

 native political autonomy and ritual practices in Villa Alta (New Spain).” 08/1-6/00. 
 
The Indigenous Voice of Oaxaca, University of California at Los Angeles (Los Angeles, 
CA). "The Cantares Zapotecos of Villa Alta.” 05/20/00. 

 
Course Lecture, Assumption College (Worcester, MA). "Colonial evangelization and 
its paradoxes: Nahua reinterpretations of a 16th-century pictorial catechism." 11/29/99. 

 
Third I nternational Conference on Cultural Mediators, CON DUMEX (Mexico City). "De 
Cantares zapotecos a 'libros del demonio': Un género doctrinal híbrido." 09/29/99. 
 
International Seminar on the H istory of the Atlantic World, 1500-1800 (Cambridge, MA) 
"Boundaries of evangelization: From ideologies of translation to dialectics of reception in  
early and mid-colonial Nahua doctrinal genres." Harvard University, 08/14/98. 
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RECENT   2007, American Society for Ethnohistory (Tulsa, OK). “Zapotec Time, Alphabetic Writing 
CON FEREN CE  and the Public Sphere.” 11/07/07. 
PRESENT AT I ON S 

2007, Latin American Studies Association (Montréal, Canada). “Resistencias invisibles: La 
erosión de religiosidades alternas en en el México colonial.” 09/05/07. 

 
2007, Renaissance Society of America (Miami, FL). “Rethinking Time in Seventeenth- 

 Century Central Mexico.” 03/22/07. 
 
 2007, American H istorical Association (Atlanta, GA). “Legally Indian: Inquisitorial  

   Readings of Indigenous Identities in Central Mexico.” 01/07/07. 
 
 2005, Sixth International Ethnohistory Conference (Buenos Aires, Argentina). “Escritura y 
 disención: Resistencia y cosmologías alternas en el México colonial.” 11/24/05. 
 

2005, Society for the Anthropology of Religion (Vancouver, Canada). “Clandestine  
 Devotions, Local Cosmologies: A Colonial Zapotec Ritual Song Corpus.” 04/9/05. 
 

2004, American Society for Ethnohistory (Chicago, IL). “Translated Christianities: Language 
ideologies in colonial Nahua and Zapotec devotional discourse.” 11/30/04. 
 
2004, Rocky Mountain Council on Latin American Studies (Santa Fe, NM). “Autonomy, 
Honor, and the Ancestors: Local Devotions in Colonial Oaxaca.” 03/13/04. 
 
2004, American H istorical Association (Washington, DC). “From Shibboleths to Practices:  

 Inquisitorial Readings of Native Identity in New Spain.” 01/10/04. 
 

2003, XI  Meeting of Mexican, US &  Canadian H istorians (Monterrey, Mexico). “Escritura, 
espacios clandestinos y resistencia: La extirpación de idolatrías en el siglo XVII.” 10/02/03. 
 
2003, 51st International Congress of Americanists (Santiago, Chile). “Tierra e identidad 
comunitaria: ‘Idolatrías’ y espacios de disención en Oaxaca, siglos XVII-XVIII.” 07/16/03. 
 
2002, American Society for Ethnohistory (Quebec, Canada). “Zapotec Clandestine Ritual 

 Songs: How to Read Colonial Oral Genres.” 10/16/02. 
 

2001, American Society for Ethnohistory (Tucson, AZ). “Indigenous and Ecclesiastical 
Notions About the Ritual Use of Turbina corymbosa in 17th-century Central Mexico.” 10/17/01. 
 
2001, American H istorical Association (Boston, MA). “Appraising idolatry in the courtroom: 
Narratives about ritual practices in ecclesiastical and civil trials in colonial Oaxaca.” 01/06/01. 

 
1999, American Society for Ethnohistory (Mashantucket, CT). "From Cantares Zapotecos  
to 'books of the Devil': The extirpation of a Zapotec doctrinal genre in Villa Alta." 10/23/99. 

 
1998, American Anthropological Association (Philadelphia, PA). "Margins of colonial 
writing: Nahua & Zapotec clandestine ritual & devotional literature, 1614-57." 12/04/98. 
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COURSE Vassar: ANTH 150:  Linguistics and Anthropology, F 04, S 05, F 06, S 07, F 07 
D EVEL OPM EN T   ANTH / LALS 240: Mesoamerican Worlds, F 03, S 05, S 07  
    ANTH 250a:  Language, Culture, and Society, F 03, F 04 
    ANTH 250b:  Language, Empire and National Identity, S 06 
    ANTH 250c:  Language and Racial/ Ethnic Identities, F 07 
    ANTH 255:  Language and Gender, F 06 
    ANTH 260:  Culture, Power, and History, F 03 
    ANTH / MES 360: Writing, Memory, and Power, F 04 
    ANTH / LALS 360: Native Religions and Christianity in the Americas, S 06 
    LALS / ANTH 389: Identities and Historical Consciousness in Latin America, S 07 
   Bard: Freshman Seminar: The Conquest of Mexico, S 02 
    HIST / LAIS 105: Nationalism, Imperialism, and Identities in Latin America, F 02 

ANT / LAIS 201: Writing, Power and Resistance in Indigenous Latin America, S 02 
HIST / LAIS 202:  Colonial Latin America, F 00, F 01, F 02 

    HIST / LAIS 210: The Inquisition and the Extirpation in Spanish America, S 02 
    HIST / LAIS 203:  Modern Latin America, S 01 
    HIST / LAIS 206: Latin American Revolutions, F 01, F 02 
    ANT / LAIS 304:  Indigenous Literatures of Mesoamerica, S 01 
    ANT / LAIS 310:  Mixtec and Zapotec Ethnohistory and Ethnography, F 01 

 
PERSON AL  Born in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. Citizen of Mexico, the United States, and the Republic of 
I N FORM AT I ON  Ireland. Native Spanish speaker; fluent in French & Italian; good knowledge of Portuguese & 

Russian; reads Classical Nahuatl, Colonial Zapotec, and Latin. 


